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and all who served under him, or who worked
with him, as I did, wish Admiral Wright well,
congratulate him, and want to know how much
he will be sorely missed.

Emerson once said that what people say
about you behind your back is the measure of
your standing in society. Mr. Speaker, the
words that have been said about Admiral
Wright behind his back include: honest, de-
cent, a gentleman, hard working, loyal, dedi-
cated, courageous. From the time he entered
the Navy in 1961, through his tours of duty as
commander of a carrier air wing, commander
of the 7th fleet, and Chief of Naval Education
and Training, to his work in the Office of the
Secretary of the Navy, Admiral Wright has
shown a standard of excellence and dedica-
tion to duty that marks him out as a singularly
able and distinguished man of intellect, skill
and integrity.

Admiral Wright made a career that showed
him to be one of the Navy’s finest—the best
of the best. For anybody who doubts that, look
at the record: Defense Distinguished Service
Medal, Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying
Cross, Meritorious Service Medal. The list
goes on and on, and its testimony to a man
that has given to his country an example of
excellence for which we should all strive.

Now Admiral Wright will be retiring, return-
ing to the wife and children that he loves,
making up for the lost hours that a distin-
guished career in the Navy requires of its best
and brightest. He has earned a period of R
and R, as they say in the Navy, though I’ll bet
that he will not spend his free time sitting
around the house watching game shows, and
that retirement will not mean the end of an ac-
tive life. Men of such dedication and nobility
are not the kind of people to, if the Admiral will
not mind me quoting a General, ‘‘simply fade
away.’’

So, I join the people of the United States, of
the Navy, and of my district in Florida, in wish-
ing Admiral Wright a hearty congratulations
and thanks for a job well done and a life well
lived. May the years ahead bring him contin-
ued good health and happiness, and may Ad-
miral Wright go into the next stage of his life
secure in the knowledge that he has made a
difference, both to those who know him and
even to those who do not. The Navy is a bet-
ter organization for his having served in it.
Godspeed Admiral Wright; I wish for fair winds
and following seas.
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Mr. MCINTOSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

give my Report from Indiana. In the Second
District of Indiana, I meet wonderful people,
wonderful, kind and caring people, working
day and night to help others.

Individuals, like those involved with a very
special place, Wernle Home, a children’s or-
phanage that I visited just a few weeks ago in
Richmond, IN. Everyone involved with the suc-
cess of Wernle are Hoosier Heros in my book.
Ruthie and I have visited our friends at Wernle
on many occasions. And each time we meet
loving workers and volunteers who care for
battered and abused children.

Several years ago, in my first visit, I formed
a special friendship with a young boy staying
at the home. We sat in his room, and he
opened up his special drawer with all of his
prized possessions. As he showed us his
matchbox cars, and baseball cards, Ruthie
asked him, one simple question. ‘‘What’s your
favorite thing to do?’’ His answer, remains in
my heart, as clear today as it did back then.
‘‘I want to be with my family.’’ That brought
tears to my eyes put a lump in my throat, and
filled my heart with hope.

The folks at Wernle Home, help kids like
this young boy—and encourage them so they
never give up hope for a brighter future.

The Lutheran Church founded Wernle in
1879 as an orphanage. Today it assists chil-
dren who have suffered from emotional, phys-
ical, and sexual abuse at the hands of others.

I’d like to recognize and thank the volun-
teers and staff who make Wernle Home a
huge success.

Folks like, Rev. Paul Knecht. For over 40
years he has helped children with special
emotional and behavioral needs. He believes
in his heart that ‘‘every child deserves a
chance.’’ Pat Mertz, ensures that Wernle has
the financial stability it needs. He’s known for
swapping baseball cards with the boys. Pat
makes an impact on their happiness. Judy
Beeson, teaches handicapped children with a
simple motto, ‘‘You can always see a rainbow
even in a tornado.’’

Vern Pittman, is a father figure to many of
the boys. Billie Fisher and Paula Wright are
affectionately referred to as Mom. And Rev-
erend Jerald Rayl, for over 14 years has en-
sured that the children receive spiritual needs.

And my good friend, Mike Wilson, has dedi-
cated his life to raising the public awareness
of Wernle throughout Indiana and Ohio. Cleo
Lee makes sure the boys receive clothing, and
this is no small task. Today there are over 110
children to care for. Craig Leavell, the director
of recreation teaches the children who say,
‘‘No, I can’t,’’ to discover, ‘‘Yes, I can.’’

Of course the true success of Wernle Home
is found in the hearts of volunteers who make
it possible. Irna Chase has faithfully made
sure that cakes are delivered on birthday’s.
Forrest Fox, has formed a special grandfather-
type relationship with one young boy at the
Home. His love is crucial because the child
has no parents, no family. Retired Judge
Brandon Griffis, conducts discussions on the
law and legal issues with the older boys. Al
and Marilyn Young, continue to provide lead-
ership and support to make Wernle Home
successful.

Now, I am only mentioning a few. The entire
staff and all the volunteers at Wernle Home,
are Hoosier Heros. They work very hard, to
take these precious children in from the dark-
ness of despair, and serve as a beacon of
light. Showing them there is: Hope for tomor-
row.

That, Mr. Speaker, is my Report from Indi-
ana.

Names to be entered into RECORD:
Rev. Paul Knecht, Pat Mertz, Judy Beeson,

Nancy Carter, Vern Pittman, Marvin
Nesheim, Bille Fisher, Paula Wright, Dick
Harrell, Rev. Jerry Rayl, Cleo Lee, and Craig
Leavell.

Stan Thomas, Steve Tyler, Irna Chase,
Amy Dillon, Forrest Fox, Judge Brandon
Griffis, Jr., Al and Marilyn Young, the staff
of WKBV/Hits 101.3 FM, Mike Wilson, and
Kath Barker.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the de-
sign of the Puerto Rican flag, a symbol which
represents the enormous contribution the citi-
zens of the island have made to our Nation.
The flag’s anniversary will be honored by the
city of Hoboken and the Puerto Rican Week
Committee at City Hall in Hoboken on July 13,
1996.

The flag was completed in New York City at
Chimney Corner Hall in Manhattan on Decem-
ber 22, 1895. The flag of Puerto Rico has a
rich history. Dr. Julio J. Henna, led a group of
59 Puerto Ricans who organized the Puerto
Rican section of the Cuban Revolutionary
Party. As part of their activities, a flag was
created to rally support for independence from
Spain.

The Puerto Rican flag was designed by in-
verting the colors of the single starred flag of
its neighbor in the Caribbean, Cuba. The first
known incarnation of the symbol was made by
Manuela ‘‘Mima’’ Besosa, the Puerto Rican
Betsy Ross. The motion to adopt the flag was
approved unanimously by the Puerto Rican
revolutionaries.

For 100 years, the Puerto Rican flag has
symbolized a proud people. It has served as
a symbol of Puerto Rico’s cultural tradition and
heritage. Puerto Ricans are proud of their
many contributions to the United States and
they are proud of the unique identity their flag
represents. Puerto Rico has been referred to
as the ‘‘Shining Star of the Caribbean.’’ Her
citizens residing in Hoboken are shining stars
in their community.

It is an honor to recognize the banner of a
group of constituents I am proud to represent.
I ask that my colleagues join me in honoring
the 100th anniversary of the creation of Puerto
Rican flag.
f
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Mr. HOKE. Mr. Speaker, Cleveland Maga-
zine recently published a story detailing the re-
sults of their fourth annual survey of Cleveland
area communities. The study ranks the 47
communities according to safety, education,
and affordability. I am happy to announce
today the 8 of the top 10 communities are in
the 10th District.

Mr. Speaker, I believe this is a tribute to the
good people of the 10th District and dem-
onstrates their strong sense of neighborhood
and community values. You know, sometimes
people in Washington have a tendency to
think all things good flow from here. But it is
at the local level that lives and communities
are actually improved.

At a time when crime, poor education, and
the depletion of values have become com-
monplace in many communities across the
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